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The Newsletter of the Townsend Historical Society 

Winter - 2021 

The Past is Present: Remembering 
Our First School House 
Written by Ryan D. Hayward 
 
     COVID-19 has certainly upended many 
aspects of our everyday lives. The Historical 
Society has had to change how day-to-day 
business is conducted. We have been able to 
adapt, be safe, and prevent the spread of this 
terrible virus. Our impact is trivial compared to 
that felt by our schools. Spaulding Memorial, 
Hawthorne Brook, and North Middlesex 
Regional High School all stand as important 
reminders that we shall continue in the face of 
adversity. The buildings have been fortunate to 
reopen, but we surmise we will again miss our 
third graders unless conditions approve. Even 
then, not all students will return. Some aspects 
of school have transitioned to remote online 
learning. While this is helping young people 
continue their education, it is unintentionally 
rendering the school buildings obsolete. No 
transition happens overnight, and we should 
not yet be concerned about empty halls filled 
with memories of a better time. Instead, we 
should look back into the varied story that 
leads us to the present. All three buildings 
share a common ancestor, the first 

schoolhouse. This building was the 
architectural expression of a promise to lay a 
solid foundation for pupils to build their lives. 
For six decades, the teacher's commitment to 
learning breathed potential into successive 
generations of young persons. This school's 
legacy was felt more than 150 years later when 
this very organization memorialized the 
location. Now more than ever, it is essential to 
dig deep into this history to see how our school 
system developed through the twentieth 
century so it may have some influence on how 
education moves forward in the future.   
 
     Massachusetts is the birthplace of the 
American public education system. Born out of 
Puritan ideas, the General Court passed a law 
in 1642, which required towns with 50 families 
to hire a schoolmaster to teach reading and 
writing. When the populous doubled, the 
community needed to erect a grammar school. 
The sole difference between the two is the 
building used. The schoolmaster could teach in 
private homes, whereas the other required a 
dedicated freestanding structure. Education was 
funded through land grants, donations, 
subscriptions, and tax. Hard currency was rare, 

 
(Continued on page 5) 

The first schoolhouse monument on Old Meetinghouse Road. Erected in 1896, the marker was 
completed through collaborative fundraising by Historical Society members and local pupils.  
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Townsend Historical Society News and Notes 
 

From the Keeping Room… 
President’s Overview by Ryan D. Hayward 
 
     Late winter, both then and now, has always been a time for 
getting ready. Morning sun warms the air and the quiet 
landscape shows signs of activity. Spring is on the horizon but 
while the ground remains frozen we can get ready for the 
coming year. There are a whole bunch of tasks which we hope 
to accomplish. This is just a brief preview of the year to come. 
 
   The Board of Directors have begun to plan for future work 
at the Spaulding Cooperage. Home to Bill Phaneuf’s thriving 
antique collaborative, the 230+ year old building is in need of 
exterior repairs and repainting. Grants will be sought and 
those efforts matched by fundraising. Stay tuned for some 
great things to come in this department. 
 
    While there is snow on the ground, we hope to burn the 
three brush piles left over from the two campaigns to rid our 
site of invasive vegetation. Our efforts have been successful 
and we trust you have noticed the new view of the Harbor 
Pond. Wave if you see us out there working over the next 
three months.  
 
    We hope to complete work on the outside of the Copeland 
Cooper Shop in the late spring. The building needs new 
clapboards and complete painting. Work will conclude by 
securing the flooring. This will allow us to display our vast 
collection of coopering paraphernalia currently stored in the 
Reed House. 
 
     An array of dedicated volunteers are working both home 
and at the house in order to continue cataloging artifacts. As 
you will read, Lori is working to document one of our latest 
accessions. Nancy continues to record what is within the 
vault. They will be joined by a handful of new volunteers 
which we will introduce you to in a later issue. We strive to 
complete the backlog of accessions and complete recording 
efforts in order to have an accurate picture of our offerings to 
our community and beyond. 
 
     Last, we are hopeful that by the end of this year, there will 
be an opportunity to return to a semi-normal schedule of 
events where you can join us in full force. Until that time, we 
will stay the course with streamed programs and limit in-
person attendance.  Be on the lookout for our announcements 
of tickets. As a member, you will get first dibs before the 
public. We look forward to seeing you in some way. We hope 
by 2022, this pandemic is history and we all can meet again.  

Did you know… that you can help us simply by shopping 
online? Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase through 
their charity, Amazon Smile. Visit https://smile.amazon.com/ 
and select Townsend Historical Society from the list of 
charitable organizations.  

Looking north toward the Spaulding Cooperage and Harbor 
Dam last fall. The old mill overhangs the Squannacook River.  

Thanks to Townsend Boy Scouts Troop 10, the First School 
Monument on Old Meetinghouse Road is once again visible. 

Thank You Boy Scouts Troop 10! 
Written by Taber Morrell 
 
     All of us from the Townsend Historical Society would like 
to thank Townsend Troop 10 of the Boy Scouts for their 
phenomenal work helping us clear and clean the Schoolhouse 
Monument on Old Meetinghouse Road back in October of 
2020. 
 
     When we all arrived in the rain that morning, the property 
had become so overgrown that it was difficult to make out 
where the monument even stood! As the day went on though 
the sun came out, turning into the nicest day we’ve had all 
fall, and thanks to the Scouts’ efforts the Schoolhouse 
Monument is looking its best once again! 
 
      Our thanks go out to their Scoutmaster, Derrick Congdon, 
and to all the parents who stuck around to pitch in! A huge 
thank you too to Highway Superintendent Jim Smith for 
organizing the arrival of a gigantic truck to help us transport 
the MASSIVE heap of brush the Scouts were able to clear, 
and to Keith Letourneau for expertly piloting the humongous 
truck on not just one but THREE trips up Old Meetinghouse 
Road!  
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 This newsletter is 
published by the 
Townsend Historical 
Society exclusively for 
its members. If you have 
enjoyed this issue and 
are not already a 
member, please consider 
joining our organization.  
 

About Us: 
 

The Townsend Historical 
Society is a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization. We 
are dedicated to 
collecting, preserving 
and sharing the history of 
our hometown.  

 

Your membership is 
critical to supporting our 
properties and projects. 

 

The Society owns and 
maintains five historic 
buildings: the Reed 
Homestead, the 
Spaulding Cooperage 
and Grist Mill, the 
Harbor Church and the 
Copeland Cooper Shop. 

 

The Townsend Historical 
Society provides 
exhibits, and programs 
for adults, educational 
programs for school 
children, research 
assistance and tours. 
 

 Contact Us: 
 

Email: 
Info@TownsendHistorical 

Society.org (one word) 
 

Telephone: 

978-597-2106 
 

Website: 
www.townsendhistorical 
society.org (one word) 

If you would like to see more updates about our 
news, events and photos, you can find us online on 
Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram! Just search 
“Townsend Historical Society”. See you there!  

 

Docents Needed for Tours 
 

     We are going to make an effort to open 
both the Reed Homestead and the Spaulding 
Grist Mill on select Saturdays throughout the 
summer. We need guides to assist the regulars 
to make this happen. We are going to limit the 
amount of people at any one time on tours in 
order to social distance and be safe. Tours will 
be made by appointment and in advance so 
docents will know who is coming. 
 
      If you’re interested in volunteering, here 
are the details you will need to know: 
 
It’s Simple: we have information to guide the 
conversation. There is no set dialogue.  
It’s Fun: you get to talk history with 
interested individuals. You simply never 
known who will sign up for tours. 
It’s Easy: we are flexible and welcome any 
amount of participation on the days we are 
open.  
 
     If interested, please do not hesitate to reach 
out to us. It can be quite rewarding seeing the 
look on visitors faces as we share this time 
capsule. No experience is necessary so 
contact us today to be partnered with an 
existing guide. 

A sneak peek inside of the Spaulding Grist 
Mill, showing the original equipment. 

Available for Preorder: 
Townsend Historical Society’s 
Community Calendar - 2022 
 

     We are pleased to announce that we are 
accepting reservations for our community 
calendar for 2022. This fund-raiser supports 
our mission and activities.  For a nominal cost, 
you get an affordable keepsake for the coming 
year that doubles as a great gift. Don’t miss 
your opportunity to obtain a copy before they 
sell out. Hard copies will be available after 
July, 2021. Only $8 plus shipping if not 
picked up from the museum store. Please call 
or email your name, address, telephone and 
best way to reach you to reserve a copy. 

Our Community Calendar is now available for 
preorder today. Only $5 plus shipping! 

Harbor Quilt Show a Success! 
 
     Many thanks are owed to Maureen and 
Dana Blanchard of Cobblestone Quilts who 
successfully ran “Quilts in the Harbor” at the 
Harbor Church. Their two day event on 
November 6 and 7 of 2020 featured several 
hand crafted coverings which were colorful 
and lively. The event welcomed several 
visitors in a socially distant manner and raised 
over $800 toward future work in the building. 
The success of this event is most welcome and 
will likely mean future activity in the building. 
We will be the first to break the news if there 
is any development in the not too distant 
future. 
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Yesterday’s News 

Tying the Knot in Townsend – Historical Weddings 
By Taber Morrell 
 
     As you would imagine, 2020 was an exceptionally strange 
year to be trying to plan a wedding. My fiancée, Anni, and I 
have been working our way through a pretty bizarre obstacle 
course including postponement, occupancy limitations, 
socially distanced seating charts, and figuring out catering for 
an event that may have 100 guests, or 10, or maybe just 2 (I’m 
willing to eat half of a wedding cake though if it comes to 
that.) We’ve seen it as all being part of the adventure, though 
it’s also gotten us thinking about how different weddings 
would have been throughout the past, so we’re taking a look 
at some neat artifacts and images from the history of 
marriages in Townsend! 
 
     Visitors to the Reed Homestead often remark on this 
unbelievably ornate 1883 marriage certificate between Harriet 
Reed and George Strout. I don’t think they make them with 
quite this much gusto anymore, but if the marriage certificate 
Anni and I receive doesn’t feature an elaborate painting of us 
sailing in a swan boat like Harriet and George’s I think we’ll 
be a bit disappointed. 
      One of the witnesses who signed their certificate was 

James Merrill, and speaking of Merrills, the Historical 
Society’s Collections Committee is fortunate to care for an 
antique wedding dress worn by generations of Merrills! 
 
      Originally crafted in about 1890, you can see some of the 
intricate lacework, ruffling, and layering that would have 
made this very much in vogue during the era. The dress also 
features a poofy sort of miniature cape at the shoulders, 
something for Anni to think about! (Or I could wear a poofy 
shoulder cape and really make a fashion statement!) 

The ornate marriage certificate of Mr. George E. Strout and 
Miss Harriet E. Reed dated January 21, 1883. Reed was the 
third generation owner of the Reed Homestead. 

The Merrill Wedding Dress. This late nineteenth century 
piece features detailed lacework which was common for the 
time. It is well preserved given its age.  

     Our collection also includes a handwritten note from the 
scrapbook of Mrs. Fannie Gilson titled “Minnie’s Marriage”. 
This details the 1884 wedding of Townsend personality 
Minnie Fletcher to local blacksmith Frank Knight. The cursive 
penmanship mentions that their officiant, Reverend Charles 
Babbedge, had the privilege of presiding over not just one, not 
two, but three generations of marriages in Minnie’s family, 
having also officiated Minnie’s mother’s and grandmother’s 
marriages! The couple lived in Townsend Harbor, where the 
small brook near the Reed Homestead still bears Minnie’s 
name. Minnie was well-known and well-loved in Townsend, a 
proud member of the Grange Club for decades, a helper at the 
Harbor’s one room schoolhouse, and was often spotted 
cruising around town on her bicycle for most of her 94 years! 
 
         The vault at the Historical Society is chock-full of 
centuries of wedding invitations featuring familiar names. 
From Tenney to Spaulding, Clark to Howard, and Fessenden 
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to Hildreth, many are the ancestors of members and friends 
still in Townsend today! We appreciate people donating such 
fond memories as wedding invitations (I assume that’s how 
we’ve collected them all unless we’ve just been hoarding 
everyone’s mail for 200 years.) You can see one eye-catching 
example in this 1905 invitation to the Stickney-Sherwin 
wedding held in West Townsend. 
 
      My favorite marriage-related artifact from our collection is 
a speech given at the 50th anniversary celebration of Calvin 
and Thurza Boutelle. Their golden anniversary was in 1880, 
meaning that Calvin and Thurza were married way back in 
1830, and both are recorded as having been born right here in 
Townsend just around the turn of the 19th century. Calvin and 
Thurza both lived long lives here in town, into the twilight 
years of the 1800s. Imagining their time together and all they 
would have seen and done is like something from a novel or a 
Hollywood movie! It’s comforting thinking of how they were 
able to gather with generations of family and friends to rejoice 
in half a century of marriage and love together. 

      It’s been refreshing for Anni and me to step back in time 
and immerse ourselves in eras when weddings and event 
planning were perhaps a bit more straightforward and every 
bit as exciting, romantic, and fun. We’re very much looking 
forward to when we’re able to celebrate with all of our loved 
ones, and, we hope, to a golden anniversary in the tradition of 
Calvin and Thurza! 

An account of the marriage of Minnie Fletcher to Frank 
Knight. The pair were well known Townsend Harbor 
residents and lived on South Street. She could often be seen 
out on her bicycle. Minnie’s Brook is named in her honor. 

A piece of poetry to celebrate the golden wedding anniversary 
of Calvin and Thurza Boutelle. The pair were Townsend 
sweethearts, having been born and raised in the community. 
They were married in 1830 and this 1880 celebration was held 
among family and friends. 

so parents often contributed goods and services as payment. 
Books, food, and lodging were among the most common items. 
Firewood to heat the building was required by all; ½ cord per 
student per year. The aspiring scholars attended eight-hour 
sessions, 5 ½ days a week (attending every other Saturday, all 
day). The length of their term and who their teacher was 
depended on the time of year. A schoolmistress tended younger 
children over 12 weeks and in the summer. Older children, 
many of whom worked with parents on farms, were taught for 
10 weeks in the winter by a male instructor. Coursework 
focused on reading, arithmetic, spelling, and penmanship. Most 
of our foundational teachings of today (especially those taught 
to the third graders who come to visit us every year) originated 
in the late seventeenth century. They went unchanged well into 
the nineteenth century. 

Remembering the First School House (Continued from page 1) 
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     As a condition of settlement, Townsend was required to 
provide an educational component to new residents. The 1732 
charter mandated a lot be set aside for a school. It also 
contributed support to Harvard University, which at the time 
was the Commonwealth's only place of higher education. The 
satisfaction of the later requirement was noted in the December 
1735 town meeting books, which state that "two hundred and 
fifty acres of land (being in full satisfaction of a reference made 
in the original grant of said Township)." Records then go silent 
on educational issues for a time. In 1743, the first reference of 
any effort appeared when town meeting approved a 15£ 
allocation for the payment of a master selected by the 
Selectmen. John Allbro was chosen as the first tutor. The 
following year, the funding was increased to 20£ "in support of 
establishing a school." John Conant and Josiah Robbins were 
selected to hire the next instructor. Unlike Allbro, this new 
teacher was to divide their time among four schools in three 
districts. The north school was kept half the time at Benjamin 
Brooks and the other half at James Sloane's, the middle school 
was held at Joseph Baldwin's, and the south school was kept 
half at Daniel Taylor's and the other half at William Clarke's. 
This system styled the portable school, allowed fairness among 
the body of students through proximity equality. The practice 
of hosting school in dwellings continued until 1795 when 
Samuel Laurence was paid 7 shillings and 6 pence for 
"providing a house for the school." By that time, the school 
system had changed entirely. 
 
     Shortly after the first allocations for a teacher were made, 
talks began about the erection of a school building in 
satisfaction of the town charter. In 1746, voters directed a 
committee of three to be chosen to build a schoolhouse and the 
same charged with where it should be built. The decision took 
some time. Not until 1749 is the building mentioned. That year, 
the townspeople voted to keep the school at the "new 
schoolhouse" and two other places during the winter. The 
location chosen was near the meetinghouse, which was then 
prominently atop Mount Grace, and today is known as 
Meetinghouse Hill. Scant records suggest a single-story rude 
timber building that sat atop a dry-stacked masonry foundation 
and had at least one entrance door closest to Old Meetinghouse 
Road. No details exist about its features, but it likely had an 
unadorned exterior made of rough sawn boards, had a wooden 
shake roof, and was poorly lit by either four or six small 
windows. Any heat was provided by a fireplace, often located 
at the front of the room. Furnishings were limited to the 
necessary tables and benches. The only accessory building was 
probably an outhouse – separated from the cramped quarters 
for sensory reasons and privacy. If a well was not present on-
site, water could be taken from a nearby farm. Rustic was a 
generous description for this very primitive vernacular 
building. It was named the Central School for its geographic 
placement. 
 
     Two additional school buildings were constructed over the 
next five years. The South School was first erected after 1752, 
one-mile from the Squannacook River Bridge (which has since 
disappeared and severed Old Meetinghouse Road). The North 
School was constructed by 1754 on modern-day Barker Hill 

Road and near the line with Mason, New Hampshire. No 
significant expense was incurred in the erection of these two 
buildings. These buildings were likely just as crude and 
materials supplied by residents. Expenditure reports indicate the 
town consistently allocated 10£ annually through 1753, after 
which it drops to a paltry 8£. These funds were for a limited 
number of books and supplies. Students often had to share and 
parents supplemented by sending what they could from home. 
Maintenance was deferred or carried out voluntarily by those in 
the vicinity and only when necessary. 

Townsend’s first schoolhouse may have looked similar to 
other one room buildings built during the 18th century. Shown 
is the East Haddam, Connecticut, district school built in 1750. 

The Historical Society is fortunate to have a glass plate 
negative of the monument shortly after completion. This 
image details the text carved into the granite. 
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     By midcentury, problems arose with funding, which forced 
the adoption of a new educational reform whose aim was to 
make the system both economical and fair. Without a definition 
of who would attend which schools, attendance was variable 
and equal allocations were impossible. Delineation was 
necessary to restore order. In 1755, the inhabitants approved 
the adoption of the Squadron system. The term has English 
origins and was used in New England to designate an area that 
shared an instructor's services. The person would travel through 
four newly created administrative districts. Bounds were drawn 
according to the number of families, school-age children and 
using geographic landmarks. It produced four mostly equal 
districts that offered proximity to the buildings, and equitable 
funding was applied among matching pupils. 
 
     Townsend experienced rapid growth in the years leading up 
to and following the American Revolution that required a 
rethinking of the Squadron system. Farming continued to be the 
mainstay of the community but up and coming industry brought 
new pockets of development and unequal distribution of 
residents and their children. In 1783, a committee was 
appointed to recommend new bounds. Seven squadrons were 
approved: North, East, South, Bayberry Hill, West, Northwest, 
and Center. Concurrently, the older school buildings were 
replaced with larger structures. Then thirty-five years old, the 
Center Schoolhouse was razed and replaced with a rectangular 
building, measuring 18'x24,' containing slightly larger windows 
and possibly a coat room or private space for the educator.  The 
exterior, interior, and furnishings were likely just as plain as its 
predecessor. Perhaps there was plaster in place of unfinished 
studding. A fireplace still provided the heat, and supplies were 
still limited. Unlike previous years, however, a full-time 
instructor was hired to provide year-round tutelage. For the first 
time, Townsend had a teacher dedicated to the system.  

board was renewed annually. This self-appointed method 
continued until 1818 when the General Court's legislative 
reform mandated the election of these officials by their peers.  
 
     The Center Squadron School remained in use until the very 
early years of the nineteenth century. Fifteen years elapsed 
before the School Committee began talks of redrawing 
boundaries. At that time, the antiquated term was dropped for 
the up and coming district school system. It functioned in the 
same way as the previous system.   The only difference was 
that it was funded by a local tax levied on all landowners 
regardless of the number of children if any at all. Boundaries 
changed significantly, resulting in three more districts and new 
schools. Between 1802 and 1815, ten buildings were erected to 
replace those that were either old, in need of significant repair, 
or inconvenient to the population it served. Seven replaced the 
squadron schools while three were new altogether. Once 
centrally located, the site on Old Meetinghouse Road became 
isolated. The meetinghouse, the gathering point for religious 
and municipal activities, was moved to a small rise overlooking 
Center Village. Around the same time, the decision was made 
to move the school too. A lot was provided opposite the north 
end of the Common and in its former neighbor's shadow on 
Mount Grace.  

 
The new building was a single-story gable building 

clad in pine clapboards and trimmed with flat stock pine. The 
same small windows illuminated the interior, but six were often 
provided for fresh air and sunshine. A small recessed vestibule 
with opposing doors for each sex provided access to the interior 
within. A coat closet on each side allowed storage before 
passing into the classroom. The interior was often plastered and 
contained wooden desks, seats with backs, and a chalkboard for 
the teacher. The brand new building was also equipped with a 
stove, which better radiated warmth into the space during the 
cold winter months.  The one-room building opened in 1810 
and remained in service for four decades. It is not clear what 
became of the old building on Mount Grace, but it was 
probably dismantled. The other district schools were erected 
similarly. Two were brick structures, and the rest were wood. 
In all, 40£ was allocated and spent on the construction of these 
buildings. Although they are all defunct, most of the district 
schools remain standing. 

 
The District #1 School briefly relocated in 1845 

before returning to this site in 1853. A new building was 
erected on Elm Street, but the coming of the Peterborough and 
Shirley Railroad quickly presented a danger which nobody 
anticipated. Trains posed a severe hazard, and the school 
committee elected to abandon the new structure and return to a 
safer location. The original school structure was dismantled or 
destroyed, and the decision was made to purchase a defunct 
academy building that stood opposite the Townsend Bank on 
Main Street. This imposing two-story building with a bell 
tower was relocated to the schoolhouse lot, where it faithfully 
served students for some years. The building burned on 
January 5, 1870, and although it was never confirmed, 
residents long suspected arson as the culprit. Over its long 
history, Townsend only lost two other buildings to fire, and 
both of these were in the Harbor. The first building was 
destroyed in 1830 and the second in 1871 by the careless 
placement of hot ashes. 

 
By 1896, the first schoolhouse site was nothing more 

than a grassy knoll and surrounded by the mature and well-
manicured apple orchard owned by Timothy Coffey. To 

Townsend had a number of district schoolhouses. This glass 
plate negative of the building on Brookline Road best 
illustrates the others constructed in the nineteenth century. 

     It took twelve years for all the squadron schools to be 
completed. Enlarged buildings replaced the two existing 
schools in the North and South Squadrons. Four new buildings 
were erected to service redrawn areas. With their thin 
population and spread over a large extent, the northwest 
quadrant residents were the last to construct a one-room school 
in 1795. The following year, the town Selectmen appointed a 
seven-member school committee to direct the system forward. 
Members were chosen from each of the squadrons, and the 
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preserve the area and call attention to the vital building once 
located here, the Townsend Historical Society raised funds 
necessary to erect a granite marker atop the barely visible 
rubble stone foundation. Members recruited donors in the 
most logical location…within the school system. The School 
Committee, administration, and teachers all provided sizable 
donations, but the bulk of the money came from pennies 
donated by the student population. Every school contributed 
some funding, and it became one of the earliest activities of 
the fledgling organization. Shortly after the monument was 
erected, the site was donated to the Society. Next year will be 
our 125th year of ownership. We are undoubtedly proud to 
own and remember such an important location. 

 
 If you happen to visit the First School Monument on 
Old Meetinghouse Road, know we're undertaking some 
landscape restoration. Underbrush has been cleared thanks to 
collaborative efforts by the Townsend Boy Scout Troop 10 
and the DPW. The next task involves the removal of one dead 
elm tree and most of the mature canopy. Although the site is 
small (bounded by granite obelisks, all of which you can see 
from the street), it does play host to many sizable specimens 
of deciduous and evergreen trees.  Most concerning is the 
eighty-foot white pine with two leaders. It towers over a 
nearby dwelling, and we must be proactive in our assessment 
of its condition and threat. Although it and others are alive, 
several arborists have recommended the removal of all the 
non-historic plantings. We are good neighbors and are 
investigating all our options. Estimates suggest the Society 
will need to raise around $3,000 to address this issue. If you 
are interested in helping, we're seeking donations to defray the 
cost of this time-sensitive project. We appreciate any 
contributions which will go directly to this project. 
 
Donations made to our non-profit organization are tax 
deductable. Please note “tree project” in the memo line! 

The Papers of Aaron Keyes, Attorney, Constable 
and Justice of the Peace. 
By Lori Joyce-Burns 
 
     As a volunteer working from home, I am in the process of 
cataloging a large file box full of papers belonging to Aaron 
Keyes and his father Jonathan. The box was originally 
donated to the Shirley Historical Society but with no relevance 
to that community, was gifted to the Townsend Historical 
Society in 2020. 

      It is my job to document every piece in every folder. I 
give a brief description of type of document, general contents, 
dates, names, places and anything else pertinent, perhaps it 
was filed into court books with chapter and page included, I 
then carefully measure the document and record all my 
information in a notebook. It will eventually be entered into 
Past Perfect, there anyone doing research can enter a name, 
date or place and find a corresponding photo to go with the 
information. 

The Center Schoolhouse was completed in 1871 and replaced 
the District #1 building which burned a year earlier. It served 
as a high school until the Spaulding School was built. 

From the Archives 

This simple box contains a wealth of documents belonging to 
Aaron Keyes and his father. The documents came organized 
and is now being catalogued. 
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      Aaron Keyes was born in Westford, MA in 1791 to 
Jonathan Keyes (1763-1828) & Patty Woodward (1766-
1841). He married Martha Warren (1799-1881) of Townsend 
in 1824 and lived in Townsend until his death in 1842. This 
large, innocuous box is full of files, 44 to be exact and each 
file can contain anywhere from 1 piece of paper to over 50. 
The files are full of the smallest scrap of paper with terrible 
chicken scratch to large legal documents with the most 
beautiful and elegant hand writing. They are crumbled, burned 
and torn, some legible, some barely, some not at all, they are 
individual or neatly folded to 1” wide and tied with string, 
cloth or in one case a needle and thread! 
 
     Aaron was an Attorney, a Constable, Justice of the Peace 
and member of The Overseers of the Poor for the Town of 
Townsend. Aaron also served the surrounding towns and 
traveled to Boston often on behalf of his clients. He was often 
in charge of estates, deeds, wills, promissory notes and many 
other legal matters. 

    As of the writing of this article, I am only up to folder #7 
but I have peeked through the majority of the folders to 
preview what is coming up. It is amazing to see the treasures 
within.  
 
    A small sample…there are applications for Revolutionary 
War pensions for the soldiers of Townsend along with 
testimonial proof of their service with names of top 
commanding officers right down to the doctors who tended to 
the wounds suffered from musket balls and buckshot. There 
are maps of land, deeds to taverns and church land, detailed 
estate appraisals that document the contents of personal 
estates from land to livestock and right down to how much 
soap they owned. There are official documents with State and 
High Court seals still intact, documents signed by the people 
of Townsend, military personnel, court officials and Judges. 
Bills of sale for land, homes, livestock, barrels and 
blacksmithing are also found. The Keyes, much like the 
Reeds, saved everything. A bill showing that Luther 
Spaulding purchased 18 ½ gallons of rum and 1 qt. Of Brandy 
from a James Tucker in 1839 for $8.58 then a few more files 
down there is a broadside for advertisement for a Public 
Auction for the late Luther Spaulding in 1841. 
 
       A handful of documents reveal raw emotions. One sad 
and achingly poignant letter dated 1860 was written to Martha 
Keyes from her niece telling of the death of Mary Conant.  
Receipts of “The Widow Keyes” after Aaron’s Death can also 
be found.   
 
    It’s a wonderful collection that gives some insight to the 
people of Townsend and surrounding Towns from as early as 
the Revolutionary War  and leading up to the Civil War. 
 
     As I work my way through I’m sure I’ll uncover many 
more interesting and important historical and everyday bits 
and pieces of history. The next file contains information of 
when the City of Boston tried to sue the Inhabitants of 
Townsend! It will be interesting to see how it plays out. 

One of the War of 1812 enlistment papers which were 
included as part of the Keyes documents. 

A detail of the upcoming court case between the City of 
Boston and the Inhabitants of the Town of Townsend. 
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 Calendar of Events 

Museum Tours for 2021 
 

Reed Homestead Weekend Hours 
 
     Our Federal-era house museum will be open for select 
Saturdays throughout the summer for limited in-person tours. 
Tours will be by appointment for no more than three adults or 
two adults and two children per time slot. If you have not yet 
come, or have not yet visited in a while, we have updated the 
tour and put out new artifacts, including historic clothing, for 
your to see. The dates are: May 1, June 5, July 10 and 
August 14 from 9AM - 1PM. Tours will be about an hour. 
Registration will be required (4 slots...starting on the hour). 
Be sure to look for our call for tickets. We update our social 
media regularly or feel free to give us a call to check in! 
 

Grist Mill Weekend Hours 
 
      New this year, we will be offering brief walkthroughs of 
our mill properties. The Spaulding Grist Mill is one of the few 
nineteenth century industrial buildings to maintain most of its 
original workings. The building was cleaned top to bottom by 
volunteers last spring and is now accessible for tours. Come 
see the equipment and learn about how the structure was used. 
The dates are: June 5 and July 10 from 1PM to 3PM. 
Registration is also required. Tours will be on the half hour (4 
slots….every half hour). You can conclude your tour by 
visiting the adjacent Cooperage. Over two centuries old, the 
building is rented to Home at the Cooperage, an assemblage 
of antique vendors.  Be sure to see the six sided fireplace 
within while you shop.  
 
*Masks are required for in person events. No exceptions. 
Participants will be expected to social distance as well. 

Fall Open House and Encampment 
Saturday, October 3 - Reed House, 72 Main Street in 
Townsend Harbor. 10 AM—4 PM.  
 
      The Townsend Historical Society, together with the 
Townsend and Stow Minuteman Companies, have tentatively 
planned for a fall open house to bring history to life at the 
Reed Homestead. Join us for a Saturday filled with crafts, 
hearth cooking, fife and drum music and demonstrations of 
the military arts. Be sure not to miss this exciting opportunity 
to connect with history.  

The Spaulding Grist Mill, which was cleaned by volunteers, is 
now accessible for limited in-person tours for this year.  

Militia members prepare to execute a drill on the grounds of 
the Reed Homestead. Look for more information this fall! 

40th Annual Fall Arts and Craft Fair 
A Virtual Event throughout September, 2021 
 
      The Townsend Historical Society is working hard to 
develop a virtual arts and craft fair to take place throughout 
September to support our mission and help our devoted 
vendors The fair has been an annual fall favorite and we hope 
to move the event online in order to continue to tradition of 
brining you the work of talented artists and crafters. In the 
past, we’ve had over fifty-five vendors and we hope to make 
this year bigger, better and safe for all. Let’s be sure to get the 
word out. Just remember, their unique offerings make great 
gifts for Christmas (which at that point will be around the 
corner).  

Our signature event is moving online for this year. 
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Holiday Open House 
Sunday, December 5 - Reed House,  11 AM—4 PM.  
 
     You’re invited to partake in merriment during this festive 
gathering. The Reed Homestead will be open for tours on the 
hour to help you step back in time and escape the holiday 
rush. Decorations in seasonal spirit will help liven the mood. 
Our gift shop will be open and available for you to browse. 
On your way out, be sure to grab Christmas cookies made in 
our own wood fired hearth. We hope to see you there! 

Programs in the Works: 
(Save the date - confirmation to follow in Summer, 2021 issue) 

 
Virtually Vintage 
Saturday, October 30, 2021—Virtual Presentation via Zoom 
and Live Streamed on Facebook. 10AM.  
 
      The Townsend Historical Society is excited to be bringing 
back one of our most popular programs! On Saturday, October 
30th from 10:00 – 1:00, we’ll once again be hosting 
“Virtually Vintage: A Live, Online Antique Appraisal 
Event”. We’re thrilled to be partnering with Wayne Tuiskula 
of Central Mass Auctions, Inc. to give members and friends 
the opportunity to have vintage items and family heirlooms 
professionally evaluated via Zoom. The cost is $10.00 per 
antique to be appraised or 3 for $25.00. Tickets and event 
information will be available shortly through our newsletter, 
our website at www.townsendhistoricalsociety.org, and our 
social media pages on Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest. If 
you’d like to learn more about Central Mass Auctions, Inc. 
you  can f ind thei r  webs i te  here :  h t tp : / /
centralmassauctions.com/. We hope to see you this fall for 
another edition of Virtually Vintage! 

Annual Meeting and Program 
Sunday, November 7 - Virtual Presentation via Zoom and 
Live Streamed on Facebook. 2 PM.  
 
Be ready to hear about the full range of activities we 
accomplished throughout the year. This will be followed by a 
presentation by Townsend native Bill Pavao who will be 
sharing his experiences as curator of Maplecroft Mansion, the 
home of Lizzie Borden. Don’t miss this opportunity to hear 
about one of New England’s most famous individuals. Ticket 
information to be released later this summer. 

Wayne Tuiskula of Central Mass Auctions will be once again 
joining us for Virtually Vintage on October 30th.  

The Reed Homestead’s Holiday Tree in the Parlor. 

An image from the Great Snowstorm of 1717 which dumped 
several feet of snow over New England. 
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Please—check your mailing label. The month and year of your membership expiration follow your name. Don’t forget to 
renew when it’s time! Your support helps the Society continue its work saving, preserving and sharing Townsend’s history. 

 

    Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

    Email: _____________________________________  Phone: _________________________________ 

    

  ____ Individual ($30)    _____Family ($50)    _____Supporting ($80)   _____Patron ($100) 
 

  ____ Senior ($15)   _____Student ($10)   ____Business ($100)   _____Patron Business ($200)       

                

  _____ I’d like to volunteer     _____Tax deductible gift    

Become a Member of the Townsend Historical Society 
Join or Renew Today! 
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