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A selection of foods prepared during the Fall Open House and Colonial Encampment using the
Reed House kitchen hearth and beehive oven. History is delicious and good for the soul!

An Introduction to Hearth Cooking
Written by Tamara Leclerc
There is a magic that occurs in the lighting
of a match to a fireplace ready with paper and
wood. The soon to be warmth and dancing
flames remind many New Englanders of
childhood and fond memories with loved
ones. A bonfire in the back yard, a smoky
barbeque, singing by the fire at summer camp,
toasting (and burning) marshmallows,
Thanksgiving, Christmas… the list goes on.
Fire casts a spell. I must admit I have been
under the spell of fire also – that of hearth
cooking.
Fireplaces have served as the nucleus of
homes bringing family together but we often
forget the importance of their service in
feeding these families. Colonial women were
dual taskers long before dual-tasking was a
term – early mornings were begun with a
hearty fire made ready with the remainder of
the day in mind. The piles of orange coals
gently separated and organized dependent on
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bread, puddings, soups or meat planned for the
hearth. With society changing so much,
technology altering everyday tasks, I find it
comforting to know that hearth cooking,
whether it be the warmth of a Dutch oven next
to a flame or a lamb leg turning on a spit, is
still, to this day, done the same as those that
came before.
While information on the how to and why
could fill a book, I will hopefully inspire you
to try your hand at hearth cooking. The openhearth promises new flavors, smells and an
appreciation of food you will not soon forget.
The basics:
Entering into hearth cooking does not take
a large investment. Many of our tools have
been located at thrift stores or yard sales then
cleaned, scrubbed, seasoned and given new
life.
Cast iron -Essential to all of this is good ol’
cast iron. These are easily found at thrift stores
(Continued on page 4)

Townsend Historical Society News and Notes
From the Keeping Room…
President’s Overview by Ryan D. Hayward
Winter came in with a roar this year! During our holiday
open house, a light snowfall made the evening magical but by
sundown, conditions were less than favorable. When we
awoke the following morning, a hefty blanket of white lay on
the ground. We had a few more storms that certainly made us
adjust our plans now and then. Even though the ground
remains frozen, the snow has seemed to all but vanish but that
could change at any minute. For now, we’ll be thankful we
can work both inside and out and continue making forward
progress.

Looking north toward the Spaulding Cooperage and Harbor
Dam last fall. The old mill overhangs the Squannacook River.

Docents are Needed for Our Museum
We had a very successful season last year welcoming over
fifty guests through the Reed Homestead on weekends in May
through August. We also had another 250 persons cycle
through for our October and December open houses. We want
to improve on lessons learned and partner our experienced
docents with new guides to staff the house for this season. If
you’re interested in volunteering, here is the scoop:

Several important preservation projects are in the works.
The priority this year is to accomplish envelope repairs and
repainting of the Cooperage in cooperation with Historic New
England and with matching funds from grants and
fundraising. The project is complex because we overhang the
Squannacook River but we are confident it can be completed
by the fall. While that is happening, we will also be making
repairs to the rear windows of the Reed House which have
been damaged by roof runoff. Our last project that we will
complete this year is the Copeland Cooper Shed. Thanks to
Jock Snaith for restoring the old window sash. All we have to
do is finish the floors and reside the building. Be on the
lookout for a painting party!

It’s Simple: we have a script and there are numerous talking
points in each room of the house.
It’s Fun: you get to talk history with interested individuals.
You simply never known who will walk into the museum
It’s Easy: we are flexible and welcome any amount of
participation on the days we are open.
If interested, please do not hesitate to reach out to us. It can be
quite rewarding seeing the look on visitors faces as we share
this time capsule. No experience is necessary so contact us
today to be partnered with an existing guide.

Concurrently, the Townsend Board of Directors has
received a proposal from the Townsend EMS and Fireman’s
Relief Fund Association for a long term lease of the Harbor
Church for a museum. Their proposal was accepted, has come
before the membership for their review and a vote taken. A
conditional approval was made to move forward and the
Church is one step closer to a re-use. We will be sure to share
additional details as the process continues.
While we are growing the number of projects, we are
equally committed to growing our supporters. We are striving
to reach 250 members this year. We have a full calendar of
events in order to meet new families, see familiar friends and
sign visitors up as volunteers and donors in order to build on
our longtime members. We strive to build bridges to connect
history to many different facets of community life. It appears
as if all this is hard work but in reality, we’re just having fun.
I encourage anyone interested to come take part beyond just
being a contributor. There are many different ways we can
keep this organization moving forward and we can do it
together.

The Reed Homestead open for tours last summer. We hope to
welcome more visitors this year (see our calendar for dates).

Did you know… that you can help us simply by shopping
online? Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase through
their charity, Amazon Smile. Visit https://smile.amazon.com/
and select Townsend Historical Society from the list of
charitable organizations.
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History Gift Basket Giveaway

so amazed at the workmanship of, for
example, a canteen and cartridge case from
the Civil War, that I am drawn to pause and
ponder their owner, a young soldier with ties
to our little town from so long ago.” Beyond
the artifacts, we hope our master gardener will
help us transform the little plots of earth
bordering the front and side yards into a
showpiece of early nineteenth century
horticulture in partnership with longtime
volunteer Jan Johnson and the many others
that contribute to ongoing care.

Details by Ryan D. Hayward
The membership committee has embarked
on an ambitious campaign to reach 250
members during our 2020 season. We’re
halfway there and now need help from our
longtime supporters. If you know anyone who
would like to join, including gift memberships
to existing non-members, then please have
them signup using the form on the rear of this
newsletter. They’ll be entered for a chance to
win the gift basket packed full of local history.
We’ll have a drawing during our spring
potluck so be sure to have them signup soon!
You can also learn more by contacting us or
dropping by the Reed House during normal
business hours.

Welcome our New Volunteers
Edited By Ryan D. Hayward
Last year, we put a call out for more help
with various aspects of the Society. We have
six new individuals who we would like to
feature over the next couple of issues. Please
welcome Susan McNally of Townsend and
Lori Joyce of Dunstable.
Sue answered our call to assist with the
garden. While the plants lay dormant for the
winter, she found herself helping with
collections. She writes that “although I have
lived in Townsend for over thirty years, I had
only visited the Reed Homestead occasionally.
Having just recently joined the Society, I have
been involved in archiving artifacts in the
collection. Sometimes it is difficult to make
progress because, more often than not, I am

Lori first found the Society during one of
our summer weekend hours. She subsequently
returned two more times and finally, we
hooked her into helping with collections. In
her own words, “I am a history nut and feel
drawn to and more comfortable among
anything old. Before volunteering I would
head to New Hampshire and browse the
antique shops for a history ‘fix’, it was
therapeutic to me, now I can feel that way
weekly and feel like I'm actually contributing
to the preservation of historical items. When I
was young I wanted to be an Archaeologist.
I'm a digger at heart and love to unearth
history; now I can do it without worrying
about getting poison ivy!
Right now, the pair are working on some
amazing artifacts. They completed a whole
tote of Civil War accoutrements and have
now moved onto deeds from the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. Their enthusiasm is
contagious and has kept all of us at the
Society on the edge of our seats waiting for
the next find.

This newsletter is
published by the
Townsend Historical
Society exclusively for
its members. If you have
enjoyed this issue and
are not already a
member, please consider
joining our organization.

About Us:
The Townsend Historical
Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. We
are dedicated to
collecting, preserving
and sharing the history of
our hometown.
Your membership is
critical to supporting our
properties and projects.
The Society owns and
maintains five historic
buildings: the Reed
Homestead, the
Spaulding Cooperage
and Grist Mill, the
Harbor Church and the
Copeland Cooper Shop.
The Townsend Historical
Society provides
exhibits, and programs
for adults, educational
programs for school
children, research
assistance and tours.

Contact Us:
Email:
W. H. Richards nesting fork/spoon and knife
set recently catalogued by Sue and and Lori.
Patented in 1861, the piece was manufactured
out of leaded tin in Boston, Massachusetts.

If you would like to see more updates about our
news, events and photos, you can find us online on
Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram! Just search
“Townsend Historical Society”. See you there!

Info@TownsendHistorical
Society.org (one word)

Telephone:
978-597-2106
Website:
www.townsendhistorical
society.org (one word)
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Yesterday’s News
start, take a dough, place on embers for a couple seconds then
flip over and cook – same amount of time on each side. This
step serves to firm the dough and set it. Perform this with all
dough flats adding/removing embers as needed to keep
temperature constant.

(Continued from page 1)

and will, after a bit of care, last literally generations. Their
ability to cook evenly and impart flavor is wonderful. A cast
iron frying pan, grill or pizza flat is a perfect start. If you are
lucky enough to have a Dutch oven your options for cooking
only triple.

To brown, pull out fresh embers. You can now cook 2 or 3
breads at a time depending on your hearth size. This second
step is a lot of fun and if you have children, they will enjoy the
monster bread like transformation. On the active embers place
a cooked bread – you will see bubbles and quick puffing like a
balloon. Nothing to be alarmed about – this is a sign of a good
dough. Flip your bread balloon over to cook on other side.
Brown to your liking and continue the same steps with other
flats. Place on platter flattening each and top with whipped
butter, jam or use to soak up juices/gravy on your plate.

Tripod– this is used to raise a pan or pot off of hearth floor so
that embers may be put under for heat. Tripods can be located
in barbeque stores or specialty grilling outlets. Have some
bricks laying around? These will also substitute successfully
for a tripod. Simply place next to each other with space in
between for embers.
Tongs and Shovel– please note you do not have to purchase –
use your own from your fireplace tool kit. Long handled metal
barbeque tongs also work well. A single rebar makes a good
stir stick for controlling ember temperature.

As you experiment with recipes and get to know your fire,
I hope you too will come to enjoy not only the food and
flavors but also the pure method of it. The many techniques of
hearth cooking are limitless and I dare say, more productive
than traditional stove cooking since many temperatures and
meals can be started at one time. There exist numerous
references and guides on hearth cooking. Thankfully we are
able to use technology to discover the traditional.

Most important: heat proof gloves– good Kevlar gloves or
any heat proof long glove to protect your fingers, hands and
arms… because you never know when an ember may burst
and although they may be awkward at first, your safety comes
first.
Let’s get cooking. Plan, plan, plan. Although a roaring hot
fire is beautiful it is not best for hearth cooking. Aim for a
slow, mature fire. One that has been burning for a couple
hours seems to be best in my experience. Good coals for
cooking are bright orange, large and active. With a good base
of coals you are able to cook not only high temp items but
work both low and medium dishes into the mix with the
rotation of coals. Patience is a virtue, especially with hearth
cooking. Will it be enjoyable, yes, will it be flavorful, yes,
will it be slow, most definitely yes. The more you hearth cook
the better you will know your coals, where to change the
embers when and even become aware of color changes in the
coals.

I relish the time next to the hearth. It forces one to be still,
quiet and appreciative. Find your own bit of comfort, warmth
and hearty food… it’s time to rediscover what was always
there – your hearth.
About Our New Author: Tamara is a mom, wife, stubborn
farmer, yarn spinner, volunteer, bee keeper and fan of all
things handcrafted. She is a member of the Society’s Clothing
Collection Committee and helping to catalog textiles. She,
with her family, also run Second Chance Farm Sanctuary who
work to help save neglected and abused farm animals heal and
find new loving homes (www.secondchancefarmsanctuary.org
for more information).

Ready to experiment? Let’s start with an easy recipe. One
of our favorites is ash bread. Reminiscent of Indian naan and a
pita, ash bread requires no equipment besides what you
already have… your fireplace. The fire lends a nutty aroma to
the recipe and best of all it cooks quick.
3 ½ C unbleached white flour
1 ½ tsp salt
1 ½ C water
Simply mix dry ingredients, make a divot in center of mixture
and add water. Turn onto work surface dusted with flour or
cornmeal and knead until dough becomes smooth. Divide
dough into 12 even pieces and roll thinly first with hands then
rolling pin if needed. Dust again with flour and stack to ready
for fire.
Ready the embers. At your front hearth pull out a small
amount of glowing embers and form into a flattened circle the
size of a dinner plate. Embers should not be actively flaming
but slowly glowing. In this case it is better to be not warm
enough rather than too hot. There are 2 parts to achieving the
perfect ash bread, the setting of dough and the browning. To

Utilizing a tin reflector oven to bake ginger snap cookies
during the Holiday Open House. See the next page for more
easy to cook recipes that you can try at home.
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and roll into 1” balls. Roll each into cinnamon sugar and place
on an ungreased cookie sheet 2” apart.
Bake the sheets until the tops of the cookies are rounded
and cracked. Depending on your heat, this will take between
ten to fifteen minutes (tops!). Cookies should cool on a wire
rack and stored if not going to be enjoyed right away. Our
recipe yielded two dozen cookies depending on size.
We hope this only kicks off your desire to learn more about
cooking the old fashioned way. If you have a favorite recipe
that you’d like to share with us, be sure to let us know!

Gingersnap Cookies made during the Holiday Open House

Our Popular Gingersnap Cookie Recipe
Written by Ryan D. Hayward
Our hand made cookies went quickly during the Holiday
Open House so we figured we had best share the way to make
them so you can try them too. This recipe is from 1899 and
was adjusted to be made on a tin reflector oven next situated
next to an open hearth. For best results, make a double batch!
The Old Bull Dog on the Right Track by Currier and Ives,
published in 1864. From the Townsend Historical Society
Archives. Scan from the Library of Congress.

Ingredients:
2 cups sifted all purpose flour
1 tablespoon ground ginger
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup shortening
1 cup white sugar
1 egg
1/4 cup dark molasses
1/3 cup cinnamon sugar

Political Cartoons, Some History and A Spotlight
Written by Taber Morrell
With the upcoming election in full swing, our enormously
appreciated collections volunteers Lori Joyce and Susan
McNally made a timely discovery among our archives – an
original political cartoon from yet another election year, way
back in 1864!
Political cartoons began their evolution in the early 18th
century, featuring caricatured versions of well-known
personalities of the time with accompanying social
commentary or critique. In a period when free speech was not
guaranteed and getting on a monarch’s bad side could have
grave consequences, these witty artworks allowed people to
push the envelope and put forth ideas which it may not have
been possible to express in any other setting.

Similar to Tamara’s preparations, prepare your hearth for
a nice bed of coals. You’ll want the heat to be projecting into
the room. You can rake a small shovel full forward and set a
tin oven nearby to warm. You can have wood actively burning
at the back of your andirons, just be mindful of how quickly
food cooks.
To start, sift the flour, ginger, baking soda, cinnamon, and
salt into a mixing bowl. Stir to blend evenly and sift a second
time into another bowl. Set aside.

The very first example to appear in an American
newspaper is credited to none other than Benjamin Franklin,
and has gone on to become one of the most famous political
cartoons in history. Appearing in a 1754 edition of the
Pennsylvania Gazette, his representation of the American
colonies as a segmented snake with the caption: “Join or Die”
symbolized his belief that it was only through uniting that we

In a separate mixing bowl, beat the shortening until
creamy. Gradually beat in white sugar, then the egg and dark
molasses. Sift the flour mixture (with all ingredients) into the
mixture 1/3 at a time and blend thoroughly to prevent lumps.
When all in, a soft dough will form. Pinch off small amounts
5

near Strusburg (sic) VA. Sept. 22, 1864 by G.S. Stowell. Co.
1. 14 N.H. Vols.”
In the foreground, we see Democratic political candidate
and former Union General George B. McClellan, the familiar
face of then incumbent Abraham Lincoln, and what would
likely also be the familiar face of Ulysses S. Grant had they
not chosen to portray him as a bulldog for reasons we’ll cover
in a moment. In the background, we see the president of the
Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, along with his generals Lee and
Beauregard, also rendered in dog-form.
McClellan’s speech bubble reads: “Uncle Abraham don’t
you think you had better call the old dog off now, I’m afraid
he’ll hurt those other dogs, if he catches hold of them”. His
political rival, Lincoln, responds: “Why little Mac that’s the
same pack of curs, that chased you aboard of the Gunboat two
years ago, they are pretty nearly used up now &I think it’s
best to give the old bull dog full swing to go in and finish
them!” Lincoln is referring to the 1862 battle of Malvern Hill,
which General McClellan has been criticized for missing a
portion of while on the USS Galena on the nearby James
River.

Join or Die by Benjamin Franklin in 1754. Image courtesy of
the Library of Congress via Wikipedia.
stood a chance of facing the issues on the world stage at the
time.

Davis, hiding out in a doghouse representing the
Confederate capital of Richmond, says “You ain’t got this
kennel yet old fellow!”. The tracks represent the Weldon
Railroad, an important rebel supply line, and sitting squarely
upon them with a determined look is our canine, yet somehow
still bearded, version of Grant, saying “I’m bound to take it.”
The Second Battle of the Weldon Railroad was fought about a
month before this cartoon was found in a deserted Confederate
camp, and Lincoln’s orders to his general were to “Hold on
with a bulldog grip”, so Grant’s scruffy appearance is fitting.

During the same period, we here in Townsend gained a
close connection to the origins of political cartooning! One of
the most celebrated early cartoonists was George Townshend,
1st Marquess of Townshend, and whose grandfather, Charles
Townshend, our town was named for in 1732. (Why his
nickname was “Turnip” Townsend and how we decided to
change the spelling of the town will be good topics for a
future newsletter!) Townshend’s cartoons frequently reflected
his thoughts on his military commanders and appeared in
publications on both sides of the Atlantic.

Lincoln emerged victorious in the 1864 election, perhaps
due in no small part to the broad appeal of political cartoons
like this. These humorous yet insightful works spread like
wildfire, sort of the viral videos of their time! This
combination of comedy and commentary was as popular then
as it has been in the years since, with everyone from Johnny
Carson to today’s late night hosts chiming in on current
events.

The Civil War political cartoon from the Society’s
collection was published in 1864 by Currier and Ives in New
York. It’s been on quite a journey to end up in our vault; a
handwritten note reads: “Picked up in a deserted Rebel Camp

No Mercy to Captives Before Quebeck by George Townshend,
1759. Image courtesy the McCord Museum.

Another political cartoon, The True Issue by Currier and Ives,
1864. Image courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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must have made quite the impression with Mrs. Strout and
others.
A bit of a mystery, the minutes note that Mr. Adams read
an original verse entitled “Strangers Come to Townsend” by
Mrs. Angie Lang. It was received with interest and greatly
appreciated by all in attendance. Unfortunately, it was not
copied into the minutes and a search of the local newspaper
archives turned up empty handed. The search is on to find a
copy so it can be shared.
The next meeting of the Historical Society was held on
October 10 of the same year. We received a large donation of
historic deeds which our catalogers are presently working to
transcribe and enter into Past Perfect. This was also coupled
with old papers, reports of the Selectmen, the Assessors and
others. Of note was a presentation concerning the Townsend
Band, which dates back to the Townsend Light Infantry. This
included reading a description from Sawtelle’s History of
Townsend and a letter from the late George E. Clark, a former
band member. The meeting concluded with an account of the
first Townsend Grange Fair. That organization was organized
in 1892 to promote the agricultural interests of the
community. The group had fairs to continue to promote the
numerous farmers who were still tilling the soil long after
many New England families had abandoned their land for
better prospects in the Midwest.

Hart Memorial Library after construction, circa 1930. Image
from the collections of the Townsend Historical Society.

The Journey Continues: The Historical Society
in Depression-Era Townsend
Written by Sharon LaCasse, Ed. Ryan D. Hayward
Although the Townsend Historical Society collects history
and artifacts, the organization itself has an incredible past.
Our story continues from the previous issue where a large gap
in the records exists from our founding in 1896 through 1931.
On October 18, a regular meeting was held in the Hart Free
Library Building. Constructed just a few years earlier, a single
room held the Society’s collections and was used for meetings
for a number of years. At this get together, there was some
historical interest concerning the character of Christopher
Columbus by Mr. Ransom D. Adams. Miss Alice Day spoke
about the changes in the City of Salem from the early days to
the present. There was talk of meeting an artist from Main
Street, of the Grist Mill and celebration over the gifts that
were received. The meeting was then adjourned early in order
for members to return home to hear a campaign speech by
Calvin Coolidge.

Townsend went through numerous changes during these
years and it can be seen that the townsfolk made the best of
what they hard. Meetings were small, usually less than twenty
individuals, but their efforts no less vigorous than in later
years. If anything, they set a strong precedent for us to live up
to. Stay tuned as our next installment picks up in 1934 and
leads us through the New Deal era and the eve of World War
II.

Six months later, the Society held its Annual Meeting on
April 20, 1933. There was the normal business conducted in
the first few minutes which quickly gave way for exciting
presentations. “What My Pupils Have Accomplished” was the
subject of Mrs. Clara Craig’s oration. She read letters from
former students who have moved locally to various parts of
the country. There were responses from Ralph Piper of
Washington, D.C., Dr. Arthur Bush of Atlanta, Georgia, Guy
Forbrush as the instructor of French at Andover Phillips
Academy and Albert Killbourne of Eagle Grove, Iowa.
Former residents of Townsend seemed to have make it all
across the country.
Mrs. Harriet Strout, notable owner of the Reed House,
continued with Townsend Goes Abroad. She spoke of
community boys, both native and visitors, who gained a good
reputation and had a lasting impact both here and wherever
they traveled. Although details are lacking, these individuals

A selection of collections of the Townsend Historical Society
as seen in Hart Memorial Library. Many of these items are on
display at the Reed Homestead. Image from Society archives.

7

From the Archives
marriage: Louis Stockbridge Jr. (1926-2017) and Phyllis
Howland Josselyn (1930-2008). The name continues on
imbedded in many notable landmarks, the most prominent
being the Josselyn Tavern in West Townsend.
We can imagine that perhaps a descendants wanted to
preserve a piece of their family’s history at the Townsend
Historical Society but no record exists for the donation. We’re
looking for more information to couple with this brief history.
Please let us know if you have any information about our
Annie Williams, her son Arthur or any of the descendants who
lived in Townsend. We want to make sure every piece is
properly documented.
A detail shot of Annie William’s signature located on the
inside left cuff of late nineteenth century closed drawers.

Who was Annie Williams?
Written by Jan Johnson, Sandi Tuttle and Tamara LeClerc
with additions by Ryan D. Hayward
The Clothing Committee recently cataloged a pair of
women’s closed drawers with “AM // //” printed on the inside
left cuff and “Annie Williams” printed on the inside right
cuff. The article of clothing was dated by expert Nancy
Rexford to date between 1880 and 1895. This begs the
question, who was she and what is her clothing doing at the
Reed House? Ancestry helped start us off on the right foot but
there are more questions needing to be answered with your
help.
Annie Louise Williams (1840-1902) was a daughter,
mother and grandmother who lived in Townsend only a few
years toward the end of her life. She was born in Boston to
parents Robert, a laborer, and Marie Williams. Her early life,
including the exact date of birth, parental lineage and if she
had any siblings, is unknown. She first appears in records in
1861, when she marries Charles S. Josselyn who was the same
age and also from Boston. A merchant, he was the son of
Stillman Josselyn (1807-1864) and Mary Rhodes Darling
(1817-1895). By the end of the Civil War, the pair had two
children: Charles T, age two, and Arthur C., just three months
old, and they lived in Malden with a 33 year old Irish
domestic servant named Mary Phipps. Louis S. Josselyn, their
third and final son, would be born a few years later. At the
relatively young age of 43, Charles unfortunately died and
Annie was forced to raise her children alone. She returned to
Boston and boarded with Josselyn relatives until the end of
the nineteenth century. The local connection is through Arthur
Clarence who married Emma Frances Gates (1856-1924) of
Townsend in 1899. He was a retail merchant and later became
postmaster of Townsend Harbor. Annie must have come to
live with, and be cared for by Arthur. She was now senior and
signs of dementia probably prompted the relocation. She
passed away three years later and was buried at Woodlawn
Cemetery with her husband The Josselyn name continued for
at least two generations. Arthur and Emma had a single son,
Louis Stockbridge (1900-1961). He and his wife, Helen
Webster Snell (1902-1989) had two children after their 1924

A canteen for the Townsend Light Infantry Company which
dates to the first half of the nineteenth century.

Remembering the Townsend Light Infantry
Written by Ryan D. Hayward
On a recent expedition to our attic, our diligent catalogers
came across this treasured possession together with a stock of
Civil War paraphernalia. Although it is a military piece, this
simple wooden canteen is much older than the other pieces. It
is marked TLI, which stands for the Townsend Light Infantry.
It is one of the few extant artifacts carried by the soldiers and
survives as an important reminder of our military history.
Townsend has always maintained a militia company for its
own protection since settlement in the early decades of the
eighteenth century. Members fought in all major conflicts
including the French and Indian War, Revolution and War of
1812. Following the later conflict, the militia was divided into
two companies on the north and south sides of the
Squannacook River and trained separately until the formation
of the Townsend Light Infantry. Chartered in 1817, the
company was led by Asa Turner who was elected the first
8

captain. Military service was not optional until 1837, meaning
the group had to regularly turn out for muster days. Practicing
military drill to satisfy the requirements of the government,
the activity was matched with equal parts merriment, music
and parade. Locally, the town common was traditionally the
muster grounds and multiple communities came together to
train as well as connect after being apart. Practice must have
made perfect as several records complimented the appearance.
Movements were smart and uniforms were colorful and well
cared for. Long term peace meant that interest in military
parades and muster days waned in Massachusetts a half
century after the Declaration of Independence was signed.
While most units disbanded after compulsory service ended,
the light infantry company for another fifteen years. Walton
Bancroft was the eighteenth and last captain of the
organization. In 1852, after thirty-five years in existence, the
Light Infantry Company passed into history.

House. This light bulb, which still works, was donated last
summer. Its label reads “stolen from the Fessenden Mills,”
confirming its local origins. Despite the label, the piece was
lawfully acquired and the mills ultimately demolished. We’re
happy to add this semi-modern relic to our vast holdings.

The sturdy wooden container is constructed with oak sides
and is wrapped with a single piece of oak overlapped and set
with nails. The borders are painted red while the body is a
light olive green and TLI painted a bright yellow. While we’re
not sure if the interior can still contain water, it was probably
lined with pitch. Both the sap and wood materials were
commonly found in the area and with an abundance of barrel
builders nearby, it is possible this piece was manufactured
locally. It retains its narrow leather strap and is held in place
by several metal bars. Pieces such as this fell out of favor
when tin became popular. The Society has a few examples of
these canteens too, but that’s a story for another time!

A Selection of Memories: Remembering Edwin
West and Jeannie Bartovics
Ed. by Ryan D. Hayward and Taber Morrell
Thank you to our many members that contributed
memories of both Ed and Jeannie. It is obvious they made
contributions to both the Society and beyond. Here are a
selection of thoughts sent in by several individuals.
When Ed West was our town moderator, he would send a
thank you note to the scouts who led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance or who ran the microphones. I remember how
pleased my son was in receiving that simple note of thanks.
He kept it for years and may still have it. Small gesture with
big impact. ~ Sue Funaiole ~

A Unique Collections Donation
Summary by Ryan D. Hayward
We are lucky to receive some unique artifacts at the Reed

Jeannie was kind, thoughtful, and brilliant, especially in
her knowledge of the Townsend Historical Society and of
history in general. I enjoyed working with her, and will miss
our unfinished conversations and mourn for the words she
might have spoken or written. To be missed is an accolade
that exemplifies Jeannie. ~Sandi Tuttle~
I remember Jeannie, she was so nice and helpful - always had
a greeting to me when I stopped in to visit her. I also got to
say "Hello" to her and her husband at Ed West's calling hours.
He too was very special and helped out whenever he could. I
will miss them both. Thanks for everything - Love to all.
~Mae Larson~
We will continue to feature fond memories of Jeannie and Ed.
If you have additional memories of the two, or of the
Townsend Historical Society, we want to share them with our
members. Please jot them down and send them our way, either
by mail, email or over the phone. We’re happy to be the
keepers of these recollections.

One of many recent donations this past year was this light
bulb from the Fessenden Mills.
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Calendar of Events
Annual Potluck Dinner and Program
Friday, May 1 - St. John Catholic Church Hall, 1 School
Street in Townsend Center. 6 PM.
Join us in kicking off our annual season of events. Everyone is
invited to bring a favorite dish to share, a good appetite for
food, conversation and a bit of curiosity. Our featured speaker
is Volker Nahrmann, the principal bassist with Symphony
New Hampshire and professional luthier. He will be providing
insight into Abraham Prescott, his basses and their local and
regional connection. ***Note the event venue change***

American Innovator: Abraham Prescott and His
Instruments 7 PM.

Cemetery Tour with Lee McTighe
Saturday, May 2 - Hillside Cemetery and Old Burying
Ground. 2PM. Rain Date TBD.

New England in the nineteenth century must have sounded
beautiful with the music of instruments hand crafted by local
artisans. Abraham Prescott was a noted American luthier from
New Hampshire. He is particularly well known for his double
bass, one of which survives in the collection of the Townsend
Historical Society. His pieces are now prized possessions of
museums and musical institutions across the country. Join us
for an interesting investigation into the life and legacy of this
important Yankee innovator. This event is sponsored by the
Amanda Dwight Fund.

May is preservation month in Massachusetts and we’re
stepping off for an afternoon exploration with local historian
Lee McTighe as she guides a tour of the Old Burying Grounds
and Hillside Cemetery in Center Village. Lee will lead a
discussion about the gravestones of early New England—the
materials, motifs and mottos that were popular through
different time periods—while showing examples of each. As
we walk the grounds, Lee will point out the resting places of
past notable citizens of Townsend, as well as unusual stones,
markers and epitaphs. This event is sponsored by the Amanda
Dwight Fund.

Museum Summer Weekend Hours
The Reed House will once again be open for select Saturdays
throughout the summer for archival access and tours. If you
have yet to come or have not visited in a while, we have
updated the tour and put out new artifacts for you to see. The
dates are: May 2, June 6, July 11 and August 8 from 9AM 1PM. Be sure to look for a schedule of available offerings
closer to the event date. We update our social media regularly
or feel free to give us a call!

Declaring Independence - Then & Now
Thursday, July 2 - United Methodist Church, 265 Main
Street in Townsend Center. 6 PM.
Come and join the Townsend Historical Society and hear the
echoes of the past in this riveting performance about the
Declaration of Independence. Costumed performers will tell
the story behind the struggle to define freedom. The reading
will take place in the same structure where the document was
read before the congregation, 245 years ago. Declaring
Independence is presented in partnership with Freedom’s Way
National Heritage Area. The event is immediately followed by
concert on Town Common by the Townsend Military Band.

Reed House dining room, looking toward the original Federalera fireplace. This was once a working space.
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Leisurely New England: A Nostalgic Look
Back at How We Had Fun

A Preview of Fall 2020 Programs:

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 - Location TBD. 6:30 PM.

Cemetery Tour with Lee McTighe

New England is vacation land. Now, more than ever before,
we are on the move traveling to places near and far. As we
explore our surroundings, we often take them for granted.
Sure, they have a history but how well is it known? Few have
looked back to examine the history of regional tourism and
how it relates to the local narrative. Fortunately, we live in the
birthplace of this industry. Townsend was on the crossroads of
travelers heading in all directions and influenced by regional
and national movements. From notable firsts, short-lived
trends, long-established destinations and everything between,
this program will dive deeper into the history of having fun.
Some locations will be active and known to all ages. Others
might look back on long-gone landmarks with a twinkle of
nostalgia. You won't want to miss this unique opportunity to
connect with memories, old and new. Presented by Historian
Ryan D. Hayward of The Preservation Collaborative, Inc. and
Taber Morrell.

Saturday, October 24, 2020—Riverside Cemetery in West
Townsend. 2PM.

(Save the date - confirmation to follow in Summer, 2020 issue)

If you’re looking for the perfect fall outing, join us as local
historian Lee McTighe guides a tour of Riverside Cemetery in
West Townsend. Similar to the spring event, Lee will guide us
through the various notable stones and residents found within.
Don’t miss this opportunity to explore this local treasure.
Sponsored by a generous grant from the Amanda Dwight
Entertainment Fund of Townsend.

This program is supported in part by a grant from the
Townsend Cultural Council, a local agency which is
supported by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state
agency. It is also sponsored by a generous grant from the
Amanda Dwight Entertainment Fund of Townsend

Fall Open House and Encampment
Saturday, October 3 - Reed House, 72 Main Street in
Townsend Harbor. 10 AM—4 PM.
The Reed Homestead will be a flurry of activity for a Saturday
in the past. Tours will be provided on the hour. Reenactors
will be demonstrating crafts, cooking and the military arts on
the grounds. Be sure not to miss this exciting opportunity to
connect with history.

Annual Meeting and Program
Sunday, November 8 - Memorial Hall, 272 Main Street in
Townsend Center. 2 PM.

39th Annual Fall Arts and Craft Fair
September 19 9 AM-4 PM and 20, 10 AM-4 PM on
Townsend Common in Townsend Center.

Be ready to hear about the full range of activities we
accomplished throughout the year. This will be followed by a
presentation by Dee Morris who will presenting The Power of
the Zodiac? Some Townsend Notables and their Signs. Most
people know of the twelve sun signs but their meaning and
relevance has been lost. Like so much around us, their history
has been forgotten. Does the sun’s position influence
personalities? Perhaps the zodiac can offer insight. Ithamar
Sawtelle, our first historian and avid humanitarian, was an
Aquarius (February 2). Elsa Williams forged an empire as a
Gemini (June 9). We’ll explore these two and more.

Save the date and prepare for another fall favorite! Come
support our annual fundraiser by attending the Arts and Craft
Fair. The Common will transform into a marketplace filled
with colorful and creative works by talented artists and
crafters. We anticipate over fifty-five vendors, more music,
food and fun. This event is great for all ages so please be sure
to bring the family. We will have our usual petting zoo, fudge
and face painting booths. Spread the word and we’ll look
forward to seeing you in the fall!

Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 6 - Reed House, 11 AM—4 PM.
You’re invited to partake in merriment during this festive
gathering. Christmas cookies and punch will be served.
Decorations in seasonal spirit will be set to liven the mood.
Tours are provided to help you step back in time and escape
the holiday rush. See you there!
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Become a Member of the Townsend Historical Society
Join or Renew Today!
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

____ Individual ($30) _____Family ($50)

_____Supporting ($80) _____Patron ($100)

____ Senior ($15) _____Student ($10) ____Business ($100) _____Patron Business ($200)

_____ I’d like to volunteer

_____Tax deductible gift

Please—check your mailing label. The month and year of your membership expiration follow your name. Don’t forget to
renew when it’s time! Your support helps the Society continue its work saving, preserving and sharing Townsend’s history.
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