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Sword of Austin P. Quimby from the Collection of the Townsend Historical Society (THS).

From Townsend Harbor to
Cherbourg Harbor and Back!
A Local Civil War Soldier’s Story
Written by Taber Morrell
What do a Townsend resident’s sword, the
Civil War, and the coast of France all have in
common? It sounds like the beginning of an
elaborate joke, but it turns out it’s a
fascinating chapter in our town’s history!
Austin P. Quimby, born about 1830 in New
Hampshire, enlisted in the U.S. Marines
during the Civil War, and as a corporal was
stationed aboard the U.S.S. Kearsarge. At just
over 200 feet long, the Kearsarge was crewed
by 150 men and boasted a powerful array of
cannon up to 11 inches in diameter at the bore
and capable of firing a ball weighing 166
pounds!
Quimby’s service came during an era
when naval warfare was changing rapidly.
Harnessing steam power, ships became faster
and more maneuverable than ever. Builders of
this age sought to make their ships
invulnerable by creating the first generation of
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fully-armored “ironclads”, protected by metal
sheeting sometimes nearly a foot thick! This is
even more impressive when we learn from
naval historians that a single inch of iron
sheeting is equal in protection to 16 inches of
wood!
Quimby’s ship did not boast this full ironcladding, but the crew of the Kearsarge
outfitted her with the next best thing in the
form of makeshift chainmail armor. The men
draped 720 feet of great iron chain over her
sides to safeguard the most important and
vulnerable parts of the ship: the steam engine
and the boiler room. U.S.S. Kearsarge was a
formidable power even on the open seas, and
in 1861 she went hunting.
For years, the crew of the Kearsarge
scoured the Atlantic for its nemesis, the
Confederate sloop-of-war, C.S.S. Alabama.
Longer than the Kearsarge by almost 20 feet
and with a larger crew of 170, The Alabama
was infamous for capturing dozens of Union
trade vessels and sinking another, and has
been called “the most successful commerce
raider in naval history”. The search trailed on
(Continued on page 4)

Townsend Historical Society News and Notes
From the Keeping Room…

Volunteer Treasurer Needed

President’s Overview by Ryan D. Hayward
Many thanks are owed to Shannon Murphy for serving as
the Treasurer of the Townsend Historical Society. She retired
from the position at the end of October and we need to fill this
role immediately.

Whew! Six months have passed since the last issue of this
newsletter. While the typewriter may have fallen silent, we
have been humming with activity. Falling leaves remind us
that it’s almost time for the annual meeting. The holidays, and
with them our open house, will soon be upon us. Just like that,
we’ll shepherd in the new year and welcome 2020. Before
that happens, lets take a minute to reflect on our
accomplishments.

We are looking for a volunteer with financial experience in
bookkeeping, fundraising and management of investments.
The position requires about 2 hours weekly, attendance at a
monthly board meeting and working closely with the
President and organization boards. If interested, please send
us an email with a letter of interest. Please share this with
friends and colleagues. We cannot go without a Treasurer!

This was an amazing year for programs. Dee Morris
provided an excellent glimpse into spiritualism during our
May potluck. We were visited by the Spaulding Elementary
School third graders, who loved every minute of their field
trip to days gone by. Summer weekend open houses brought a
regular stream of new persons to the Reed Homestead for
tours. Declaring Independence, Then and Now, celebrated
July 4th to a full house at the United Methodist Church. That
same revolutionary spirit was present during the Fall Open
House. More than 250 persons came for house tours and the
minuteman encampment. It’s been fun and there’s still more
to come. We’ve also given you a preview into next year so
save the dates!
You may notice some very visible changes at the Reed
Homestead. In the rear yard, we had goats intern during them
summer and attack invasive vegetation to restore the
landscape to its historic appearance. We continue to work on
this area in an effort to connect our site to the Harbor Pond
once more. Our gardens were put away for the winter and
we’ll have one more fall cleanup to tackle all the leaves. Be
on the lookout for a date and come down and enjoy the new
view.

It Takes A Village: Volunteers Needed for
the Newsletter
You know the age old expression and it rings true here.
There is a large collaborative effort needed to make the
newsletter. In order to ensure we maintain the high quality set
by our predecessors, we need volunteers to take on the work.
Please consider joining us. Why should you help? Well here
are some of the best thoughts:

On a solemn note, I am saddened to note the passing of
former President Ed West and Site Administrator Jeannie
Bartovics. We will miss their love for history. We’d like to do
a fitting tribute to them in the next issue. Please send us your
best memories so we can compile them into a reflection for all
they have done for us.

It’s Fast: only involves a few hours every few months!
It’s Fun: you get to preview all the exciting happenings ahead
of time!
It’s Easy: most work can be completed at home on your own
time. Mailings are done in a quick get together.

Looking forward, we continue to be attentive to our
buildings and collections. We’re meeting with new volunteers
to aid and further our efforts. On that note, I’d like to thank
everyone who supports this organization. This comes in many
forms but in all instances, we would not be able to celebrate
our local history in a fun and exciting way without your
dedication and support. Thank you!

Contributions for articles are welcome. Just let us know if
you’d like to share some local history and we’ll be happy to
accommodate you. If you’re interested in helping, please give
us a call or email so we can get you started. No experience is
necessary.

Did you know… that you can help us simply by shopping
online? Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase through
their charity, Amazon Smile. Visit https://smile.amazon.com/
and select Townsend Historical Society from the list of
charitable organizations.
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This newsletter is
published by the
Townsend Historical
Society exclusively for
its members. If you have
enjoyed this issue and
are not already a
member, please consider
joining our organization.

About Us:
(Above) Actors John Barrett, Rob Sigmond, Kathy
Spofford, Sharon LaCasse, Clare Kauppi, Taber
Morrell and Ryan Hayward reading the Declaration of
Independence. (Below) Our copy of the Declaration in
the official Town meeting record book.

Spirit of 76’ Alive and Well
Written By Ryan D. Hayward

Visitors learning about Riverside Cemetery.

Townsend celebrated Independence Day in
a special way this year. Members of the
Historical Society and the Minuteman
Company partnered with Freedom’s Way
National Heritage Area to deliver Declaring
Independence, Then and Now to a packed
house. Performed in our town’s original 1770
meetinghouse, echoes of the past were heard
in an hour long reading of the Declaration of
Independence, ringing of the church bell, and
the firing of muskets. Interpreters read the
firsthand accounts and grievances of our
colonial forefathers in the very building where
they were heard two and a half centuries ago.
Those same records were on display,
including a copy of the Declaration in town
records, for all of us to see. The evening
concluded with a very upbeat performance on
the Town Common by the Townsend Military
Band. Special thanks to our Town Clerk, the
United Methodist Church, performers,
audience and all who contributed to this event.

Lee McTighe’s Riverside Cemetery
Historical Tour
Written By Taber Morrell
Local historian Lee McTighe drew an
incredible crowd for her recent historical tour
of Riverside Cemetery in West Townsend.
The final tally for the October 26th event came
to 60 visitors, which was fantastic except that
THS eventually ran out of cider doughnuts!
(We’ll be sure to bring even more next time!)
Leading a walkthrough of the grounds,
Lee demonstrated examples of the materials
and artwork featured on markers through time,
and provided extraordinary historical details
and about notable locals from our town’s past
who rest at Riverside today. Lee’s son, Chris,
was an enormous help with research and
organization for the event as well.
We’re so grateful to Lee for her
enthusiasm for this history and for all of her
dedicated research that went into creating
such a popular program! Lee plans on guiding
a historical tour in the spring of the Old
Burying Ground on Highland Street, home to
some of the earliest burials in Townsend,
going all the way back to 1735. All of us at
THS are really looking forward to working
more with Lee in the future, and we’ll let
everyone know about her upcoming events!

If you would like to see more updates about our
news, events and photos, you can find us online on
Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram! Just search
“Townsend Historical Society”. See you there!

The Townsend Historical
Society is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. We
are dedicated to
collecting, preserving
and sharing the history of
our hometown.
Your membership is
critical to supporting our
properties and projects.
The Society owns and
maintains five historic
buildings: the Reed
Homestead, the
Spaulding Cooperage
and Grist Mill, the
Harbor Church and the
Copeland Cooper Shop.
The Townsend Historical
Society provides
exhibits, and programs
for adults, educational
programs for school
children, research
assistance and tours.

Contact Us:
Email:
Info@TownsendHistorical
Society.org (one word)

Telephone:
978-597-2106
Website:
www.townsendhistorical
society.org (one word)
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Yesterday’s News
she began to list heavily as seen in Édouard Manet’s 1864
painting, “The Battle of the Kearsarge and Alabama”. The
notorious Confederate raider finally sunk in the waters off of
Cherbourg in what was heralded as a tremendous victory for
the Union.

Alabama and Kearsarge, 1864. Painting by Edouard Manet.
Image from the Museum of Art, Philadelphia
(Continued from page 1)

for thousands of miles, across the ocean to the coast of
northern Scotland and all the way to the Canary Islands in the
waters off of Africa!
Finally, in June of 1864, the Kearsarge caught its quarry in
the French port of Cherbourg, where the Alabama had docked
for repairs. Cherbourg was considered a neutral port, so the
Kearsarge did not attack, but lay in wait outside, blockading
the harbor so that no aid could reach the Alabama from
without.
Austin P. Quimby in his Civil War uniform. Image from the
Naval Historical Center—NH 42388.

The Alabama could hide no longer, and like a cornered
wolf, bore her teeth by sending up the Confederate flag and
steaming out of the harbor to join her old foe in battle once
and for all.

Austin P. Quimby went on to live in Townsend following
the war, and was noted by local Elizabeth S. Stewart to have
been a “very good friend and neighbor”. In 1910, as a spry
octogenarian, Austin paid a visit to the Marine Recruiting
Office on Scollay Square in Boston, where the following
amusing anecdote was recorded:

The naval duel took place so close to the coast that
hundreds of people are said to have viewed the epic clash
from the shore. It’s recorded that Austin P. Quimby himself
fired the first shot of the engagement.

“Although 80 years of age, Mr. Quimby hardly looks a day
over 60 and informed Major Murray that he felt he could take
the physical examination for reenlistment today and get away
with it as good as any 18-year old youngster”!

Historical accounts claim that the ships appeared to have
differing tactics; the Alabama firing quickly, nearly 400
rounds in the space of the hour-long battle but with low
accuracy, while the Kearsarge’s rate of fire was significantly
slower, but far more accurate. The gunnery crews aboard the
Kearsarge were able to use its massive cannon to put two
shots below the Alabama’s waterline, and as the sea rushed in,

Mrs. Stewart tells us that having lived a long and happy
life, “Mr. Quimby passed in the spring of 1922” at the ripe old
4

reminders of days gone by survived the test of time. Books,
letters, and photographs provide answers to this mystery.
Browsing the vault, and its many holdings, my curiosity
peaked, and I began to read the fascinating story of how we
came into being.

age of 92. It’s fascinating to think of a Civil War veteran
living well into the age of automobiles, airplanes, and a whole
new and terrible species of conflict born from the War to End
All Wars.
Austin’s sword was donated to the Townsend Historical
Society in 1932 with the approval of his son and grandson.
And that is the answer to the mystery of what a Townsend
resident’s sword, the Civil War, and the coast of France all
have in common. These are just the sort of history’s mysteries
that we love to dive into! We’re fortunate that for more than a
century the people of Townsend have valued and preserved
their heritage with the support of THS, and we look forward
to always being here to explore more incredible chapters of
our town’s past with your help!

Townsend’s first historian was West Village resident
Ithamar Bard Sawtelle (1814-1905). In 1878, he completed
the first compilation of our past in The History of the Town of
Townsend, Middlesex County, Massachusetts: from the Grant
of Hathorn’s Farm, 1676-1878. This bicentennial memorial
recorded much about the developing town. History was
disappearing as our town industrialized following the Civil
War. In his introduction, Sawtelle lamented that “the history
of Townsend should have been written long ago, before the
third generation from the fathers passed away. Many things,
of great interest, can never be known which might have been
learned if a timely effort had been made. Even tradition seems
to have died out. The farms, on our hill-sides, once occupied
by large families, the sons and daughters of which filled the
schoolhouses, and wended their way to one common place of
worship, on the Sabbath, are now in the hands of strangers.
The history of the earliest settlers of this town can never be
written satisfactorily. It is impossible to point out the exact
location where many of them ‘broke the wilderness; and built
their cabins.” His book also set the stage for future efforts by
noting we should strive to “preserve the memory of local
events and enterprises; to record the manners and customs,
sacrifices and toils of the fathers; to gather from old records
and family traditions all important facts which the county or
state historians have omitted.” In short, we needed to be able
to record what makes Townsend unique from the rest of northcentral Massachusetts before it is lost to the ages.

Record Book #1 dated April 4, 1896 showing first meeting
minutes. Collection of the Townsend Historical Society.

In the Beginning: The Mystery of the
Society’s Origins and Early Years
Written by Sharon Lacasse, Ed. Ryan D. Hayward
Have you ever wondered when and why the Townsend
Historical Society formed? Since becoming a member, I have
been curious about where the vision originated. To answer
this question, I needed to turn back to the nineteenth century.
Townsend was a different place. The Fessenden Cooperage
was working at full capacity and was the largest employer.
The Spaulding leather board mill was brand new. Roads were
dirt. Long-distance travel was made by carriage or railroad.
Telephones were a new invention, replacing long-established
telegraph lines. Correspondence, no matter what the subject,
was often handwritten or typed. Its destination could be
distant or as local as your next-door neighbor. Some of these

Ithmar Sawtelle (1814-1905) chronicled two centuries of our
history and is considered the first local historian. Image from
the collections of the Townsend Historical Society
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society.” Ultimately, this would be the first meeting of the
future Townsend Historical Society. After much debate, a vote
was taken to organize a “Chartered Society.” Anson D.
Fessenden was elected Chairman, Eric C. Tuttle as Secretary
and Albert S. Howard, Rev. C. H. Rowley, Mrs. Abby
Kilbourn, Eugene R. Kilborn and Charles Names were
selected as the first administration. They voted to form a
committee to draft the organization’s bylaws and adjourned
shortly thereafter. The atmosphere must have been electric
with a general feeling of excitement for this new undertaking.
Although there is no evidence, I could imagine Sawtelle
praised Fessenden for his leadership and willingness to see
this effort to fruition.

While his book captured and published large amounts of
information, Sawtelle’s effort to continue recording history
quickly fell flat. Records are eerily silent for the next two
decades. An attempt to rekindle the flame began in earnest in
the spring of 1896. He wrote a short, two-page letter to Anson
D. Fessenden, urging the formation of a new historical
organization. Anson Darwin Fessenden (1839-1907) was the
son of a cooper, Civil War veteran, and heavily involved in
civic affairs. He had just completed improvements to the town
common, erected Squannacook Hall and gifted Memorial and
Town Hall to the inhabitants. Sawtelle now implored
Fessenden to turn his attention backward for the sake of
preservation. This was no small undertaking. B&A.D.
Fessenden Co. was a nationally important cooperage that was
growing in size and strength. Spread thin, Fessenden would
have to concentrate on civics or this new club-like
undertaking. Members were sparse among competing
fraternal organizations, such as the masons and elks. Still,
Sawtelle felt confident that a national nostalgic look backward
would lead to success of the endeavor. We had just celebrated
anniversary of Columbus coming to America. The general
mood was favorable. In his own words, “any person, who
takes no pride in his ancestry, or pleasure in a recurrence to
his childhood home or the school boy spot, is animus to some
of the greatest mental enjoyment which are in store for
humanity.” Fessenden accepted the challenge and a few weeks
later, a meeting was held above Squannacook Hall to debate
the merits of forming this new organization.

The next meeting was held on April 4, 1896 and was
relatively short. Draft bylaws were read and approved by the
members. Edward F. Spaulding and Clarence Stickney, along
with E. K. Kilbourn were appointed as a Committee to canvas
the town for new members. This meeting was then adjourned
until the following week. All three were well connected
among the working class and could reach the masses. Edward
Franklin Spaulding (1848-1927) was a miller by trade and
operated the Grist Mill in Townsend Harbor (now owned by
the Townsend Historical Society). This, the Cooperage and a
new leather board mill erected in 1894 in the wake of a
devastating fire, was owned by his brothers, Jonas (18331900) and Waldo ( - ). Clarence Stickney (1849-1915) owned
and operated a mill on the opposite end of town. Located on
Willard Brook, his finished goods included egg crates,
coopering supplies, barrels, lumber, and furniture. He served
as chairman of the board of assessors, a selectman, overseer of
the poor, representative to the general court and finally as
town clerk. Last but certainly not least, Eugene Randall
Kilbourn (1846-1901) was a former selectman and lived in
center village. Covering all three hamlets, the committee
could attract new members under a common cause.

Anson Fessenden, and his signature. Photo from Ithamar
Sawtelle’s History of Townsend, 1878.
Clarence Stickney, an early supporter and founding member.
Photo from A Souvenir of Massachusetts Legislators, 1892.

The earliest record book is #1, a large book dated April 4,
1894. Just beyond its front cover are neatly written meeting
minutes from a gathering on March 6. A “characteristic” letter
from Townsend historian, I.B. Sawtelle prompted the
attendees to consider the “organization of a town historical

The third gathering showed great promise for the fledgling
affiliation. By April 11, 1896, there were thirty-five members,
and the following officers and committees were formed:
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President – Anson D. Fessenden
1st Vice President, Clarence Stickney
2nd Vice President Edward F. Spaulding
Secretary Eric C. Tuttle
Treasurer – Albert S, Howard
Historian – Eric C. Tuttle
Curator – E. Alonzo Blood
The following committees were also formed
Membership – Mrs. Abby Kilborn
Civil historian – Charles Worcester
Ecclesiastical History – Rev. Charles H. Rowley
War History – Anson D. Fessenden and Eugene R. Kilborn
Educational History – Eugene R, Kilborn
Historical Relics – Mr. Ammie Fessenden
Current Events – Mr. Maria S. Tuttle
Geology and Biography – Oliver Proctor.

Granite monument for the first school, erected by the
Historical Society in 1897. It still stands on Old Meetinghouse
Road, on the left side approaching from Highland Street.
detail and not very efficient. Several members gave their
opinions on this and consensus was also mentioned at the
meeting. Despite this minor problem, the Society pushed
forward. Records only exist for one additional meeting, which
took place on April 24, 1897. S. A. Pratt, the Superintendent
of Schools for the District, Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby,
was elected to the membership. While no other records exist
for early meeting minutes until 1929, we do know the Society
and its membership was active. One of the first activities
included raising money for a monument on Meeting House
Hill (then known as Mount Gracie). Young children donated
pennies while more substantial efforts were undertaken by
teachers, school officials, and the Society’s membership. The
granite marker was completed by William E. Sherwin at a cost
of $151.70. The original bill, completed in neat writing,
indicated it was paid in full.

Original bylaws for the Townsend Historical Society, drafted
in April of 1896. These were the organization’s foundation.
The second large book in the vault is undated,
unnumbered, and was singed by fire, so only a few pages
were used. Records shows that a meeting was held on
November 14, 1896 in order to “Constitute a Corporation” to
be known as “The Townsend Historical Society.” At this
meeting, the unofficial bylaws were updated and adopted. A
Board of Directors was appointed and sworn in consisting of
Messers Fessenden, Stickney, Tuttle, Howard, Spaulding and
Blood. The meeting was then adjourned. One week later, the
organization was registered with the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. The Townsend Historical Society officially
came into existence on November 20, 1896.

I could find no other records of early meetings, but
the Society was doubtless active. We have numerous old
artifacts that were stored in Memorial Hall or people’s homes.
Beginning during the Great Depression, new members once
again started to record minutes. The first is dated October 18,
1932. Shortly after that, we found a semi-permanent home in
Hart Memorial Library where we maintained a local history
room. The last minutes extend through January 20, 1965.
There is a lot of information concerning meetings in the
interval. This includes the war efforts, a list of Townsend
Soldiers, the acceptance of donations, public presentations and
more. It also leads up to the revitalization efforts which were
undertaken five years later and which many longtime
supporters will recall. This history mystery has lead me to a
new place and I cannot wait to share the next installment.
There will be more to come in a future issue. Check back
soon!

Coming full circle, “The First Annual Meeting” was
held on January 26, 1897. A committee was formed to confer
with the Town Selectmen and the Town Clerk on the Town
Report. It seemed that the reports were faulty and lacking
7

From the Archives
Co., the business operated in West Townsend in an old
building along Main Street and near the Female Seminary. At
its height, the factory employed 26 persons and produced
$34,000 worth of goods. Production lasted about two decades
before the business vanished. The popularity of pianos is a
possible lead. Although organs were light and less
complicated, pianos made a much more attractive sound. By
the end of the nineteenth century, they dominated the musical
market. I am sure many of us can recall relatives who had one
in their homes or had one themselves.
There are a number of surviving, locally produced,
instruments. The Historical Society has two on display,
several in their collections and one needing restoration. The
pictured piece was produced by Milton Bruce and was used in
the Baptist Church in West Townsend. It was a gift of Mrs.
Harding Brooks in 1930. It was long obsolete and replaced by
pipe organ, produced in 1867, by George Stevens & Co. of
West Townsend. Who knows how many other Townsend
produced instruments are waiting to be discovered.

Reed organ produced by David Haselton & Company in the
nineteenth century. Collections of the Historical Society.

Making Music: The Haselton Organ
Written by Ryan D. Hayward
The Townsend Historical Society has been collecting
artifacts for more than a century. Members have kept diligent
records for many of our first accessions. One of the first
entered is for this organ. If you’ve been to the Reed
Homestead, it should look familiar. It is a focal feature of the
dining room. It is, by design, a musical instrument, however,
it represents much more. It is a solid reminder of a long
vanished cottage industry.
Beginning around 1850, Henry Smith and Oliver M.
Green established a partnership to produce musical
instruments in Townsend Center. Their 1854 advertisement
lists seraphines, melodeons and church organs available for
sale, wholesale or retail. The text continues by boasting that
their pieces are “unsurpassed in richness of tone and finish,
embracing the same instrument, a most mellow and soft, as
well as most powerful and superb tone.” For unknown
reasons, the partnership dissolved and by 1856, Smith was
working under David Haselton. Established as D. Haselton &

Advertisement by Henry Smith of Townsend for his musical
instruments. Collections of the Townsend Historical Society.

Signature of David Haselton’s company in West Townsend as
seen on the reed organ pictured above.
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Everyday Items: The Clothing of Oliver Reed
Written by Ryan D. Hayward
It was once said that the Townsend Historical Society has
one of the best preserved collections of everyday items,
located in their original context. The Collection Committee
regularly updates me with new and exciting findings as they
continue to inspect the hundreds clothing articles located in in
storage on the second floor. This past summer, some early
Federal pieces with a likely connection to Oliver Reed came
into light. It is rare that such pieces survive, let alone in a state
of high integrity. The fall front trousers and two vests
represent the best in domestic fashion. The materials are
superior quality, giving us a rare glimpse into Reed’s lifestyle
and his choices. The pants are undeniably plain but the two
vests are anything but. Their discovery confirms the need to
continue to inspect and catalog individual items throughout
the house. We are looking for volunteers so if clothing
interests you, please do not hesitate to reach out to help out!
With many hands, there is a good possibility we can start to
show off some sets in the museum. They’ll provide another
talking point for our newly revised tour.

Two elaborate vests created using ornate fabrics. These are
hand made garments crafted in the finest quality. These may
have been worn with or without an outer coat.

Drop front trousers in golden brown velvet. The piece
contains evidence of wearing and minor repairs.
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Calendar of Events
Remaining Programs in 2019:
Annual Meeting and Program

A Preview of 2020 Programs:
(Save the date - confirmation to follow in Spring, 2020 issue)

Annual Potluck Dinner and Program

Sunday, November 10 - Memorial Hall, 272 Main Street in
Townsend Center. 2 PM.

Friday, May 1 - Congregational Church’s Fellowship Hall,
3 Brookline Street in Townsend Center. 6 PM.

Be ready to hear about the full range of activities we
accomplished throughout the year. We will have brief reports
by the officers, will take any necessary votes and answer
questions our members might have. This will be followed by a
presentation and book signing by John L Bell, author of The
Road to Concord. A well respected historian, J. L. Bell
specializes in Colonial and Revolutionary War history,
focusing on the Boston and New England. He maintains an
excellent blog, Boston—1775, has contributed to the Colonial
Comics series for children and most recently published an
informative look into the start of an arms race between
colonists and their mother country. The Road to Concord is an
enlightening read about the true reason for redcoats venturing
out into the Massachusetts countryside. We encourage all to
pre-read this title, available at the Townsend Public Library.
Copies of the book will also be available for purchase and
signing by the author. This event is free to all! Hope to see
you there!

Join us in kicking off our annual season of events. Everyone is
invited to bring a favorite dish to share, a good appetite for
food, conversation and a bit of curiosity. Our featured speaker
is Volker Nahrmann, the principal bassist with Symphony
New Hampshire and professional luthier. He will be providing
insight into Abraham Prescott, his basses and their local and
regional connection.

American Innovator: Abraham Prescott and His
Instruments 7 PM.
New England in the nineteenth century must have sounded
beautiful with the music of instruments hand crafted by local
artisans. Abraham Prescott was a noted American luthier from
New Hampshire. He is particularly well known for his double
bass, one of which survives in the collection of the Townsend
Historical Society. His pieces are now prized possessions of
museums and musical institutions across the country. Join us
for an interesting investigation into the life and legacy of this
important Yankee innovator.

Museum Summer Weekend Hours
The Reed House will once again be open for select Saturdays
throughout the summer for archival access and tours. We’ve
updated the tour and put out new artifacts for you to see. The
dates are: May 2, June 6, July 11 and August 8 from 9AM 1PM. Be sure to look for a schedule of available offerings
closer to the event date!

Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 1 - Reed House, 1 PM—4 PM.
You’re invited to partake in merriment during this festive
gathering. Christmas cookies and punch will be served.
Decorations in seasonal spirit will be set to liven the mood.
Tours are provided to help you step back in time and escape
the holiday rush. See you there!

Reed House dining room, looking toward the original Federalera fireplace. This was once a working space.
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Cemetery Tours with Lee McTighe
Spring and Fall, 2020 - Old Burying Grounds/Hillside
Cemetery and Riverside Cemetery
Due to the overwhelming success of this fall’s walking tour,
Lee McTighe has partnered with the Historical Society to give
two additional tours. Working in our archives and on site she
will research and prepare for a spring presentation at the Old
Burying Grounds and Hillside Cemetery. In the fall, we’re
offering an encore presentation of Riverside Cemetery in case
you missed it! We’ll let you know when once dates are
confirmed.

Fall Open House and Encampment
Saturday, October 3 - Reed House, 72 Main Street in
Townsend Harbor. 10 AM—4 PM.
The Reed Homestead will be a flurry of activity for a Saturday
in the past. Tours will be provided on the hour. Reenactors
will be demonstrating crafts, cooking and the military arts on
the grounds. Be sure not to miss this exciting opportunity to
connect with history.

Annual Meeting and Program
Sunday, November 8 - Memorial Hall, 272 Main Street in
Townsend Center. 2 PM.

Declaring Independence - Then & Now

Be ready to hear about the full range of activities we
accomplished throughout the year. This will be followed by a
presentation by Dee Morris who will presenting The Power of
the Zodiac? Some Townsend Notables and their Signs. Most
people know of the twelve sun signs but their meaning and
relevance has been lost. Like so much around us, their history
has been forgotten. Does the sun’s position influence
personalities? Perhaps the zodiac can offer insight. Ithamar
Sawtelle, our first historian and avid humanitarian, was an
Aquarius (February 2). Elsa Williams forged an empire as a
Gemini (June 9). We’ll explore these two and more.

Saturday, July 4 - United Methodist Church, 265 Main
Street in Townsend Center. 6 PM.
Come hear echoes of the past in this riveting performance by
costumed performers as they struggle with the concept of
freedom in the same building where it was argued 244 years
ago. Presented in partnership with Freedom’s Way National
Heritage Area.

39th Annual Fall Arts and Craft Fair
September 12 9 AM-4 PM and 13, 10 AM-4 PM on
Townsend Common in Townsend Center.
Support our annual fundraiser by attending. The Common will
feature the works of talented artists and crafters. We received
positive feedback from the fifty-five vendors last year and we
want to make next year’s better than ever! Let’s be sure to get
the word out. Just remember, their unique offerings make
great gifts for Christmas (which at that point will be around
the corner).

Holiday Open House
Sunday, December 5 - Reed House, 1 PM—4 PM.
You’re invited to partake in merriment during this festive
gathering. Christmas cookies and punch will be served.
Decorations in seasonal spirit will be set to liven the mood.
Tours are provided to help you step back in time and escape
the holiday rush. See you there!
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Townsend Historical Society
P.O. Box 95
72 Main Street
Townsend, MA 01469

Become a Member of the Townsend Historical Society
Join or Renew Today!
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

____ Individual ($30) _____Family ($50)

_____Supporting ($80) _____Patron ($100)

____ Senior ($15) _____Student ($10) ____Business ($100) _____Patron Business ($200)

_____ I’d like to volunteer

_____Tax deductible gift

Please—check your mailing label. The month and year of your membership expiration follow your name. Don’t forget to
renew when it’s time! Your support helps the Society continue its work saving, preserving and sharing Townsend’s history.
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